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MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR, NPIC
DIRECTOR, DI: (ATIN: SAO)
CH:IRMAN, COMOR

SUBJECT: CORONA J

1. For your information, an improved version of the CORONA
Project, called the CORORA J configuration, is planned to be flown
beginning in early summer of 1963 at the rate of one per month.

The J configuration consists of the thrust-assisted THOR booster,
the AGENA D satellite, two modified MK 57 recovery systems and o
modified CORON. M panoramic cemere system. The mission parametdgd®
are changed in that 7800 feet of sterec photography or 15,600 feet
of monoscoplc photography can be generated intermittently and stalred
in the #1 recovery system during the first four days of satellite
iife. it some time during the first four days of satellite 1if< and
after completion of the first reconnaissance phase, the re-entry/nd
recovery sequence of operatioms will be initiated and & recoverypf
the #1 recovery system will be effected. After ejection of recmvery
system #1, the satellite will be programmed into & controlled t

for up to 20 deys with the control gas and power twrned off. The
satellite will be re-stebilized one day prior to further reconnais-
sance use., The satellite will be re-activsted and the remaining
panoremic £ilm supply (approximetely 15,000 feet) will be progrommed
intermittently, during a one to four day intervsl, precisely the same
as with the first four days of operation. The re-entry and recovery
sequence of operations wil) be initiated and the recovery of thec #2
recovery system will be effected thus completing two photographie
missions with one CORONA-M camera system end on the basis of & single
satellite lsunch.

2. The CORONA J configuration will carry two S/I systems, which
will provide for the seme S/I coverage for each of the two J recoveries
(50 feet of stellar and 125 feet of index photography per recovery).

3. Camers systems planned for use in the J configura.tion can

be flown separstely ss standard CORONA-M systems. Decision as o
exset flight configmuration for each lsunch will be made by DRRO,
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% based upon target coverige requiremente, {ncluding frequency of
i coverange required, and relative target priorities established
by USIB.

Signed

I |
Colonel, USAF
Director, NRO Staff
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